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' For Gardeners, authors Steven Carroll and Steven Salt have written a book that is es- 
sential lor any gardener s shell. Their book keeps ecological principles in mind while dealing with 
the subject ol gardening. 

Ecology for Gardeners provides readers with many points to pause and think about. It contains 
many cause Cr et tec t situations and also presents relationships between abiotic and biotic factors in 
your garden. The text includes discussion ol seemingly unrelated topics that one may not instinc- 
tively link together at first; such as how soil temperature relates to nutrient availability for plants, 
intraspecific competition and plant spacing, pruning as herbivory, energy roles in a garden, the abil- 
ity ol the wind to alter the shape a garden, the importance of microbes to the nutrient cycling & 
availability in the garden, etc. Chapter topics include plant biology, non-plant garden inhabitants, 
t lie garden environment, plants and their environment, interactions among garden inhabitants, and 
gardening as applied ecology (stewardship and garden management), 

bach chapter begins with a basic and easy to understand introduction about the topic. Al ter 
the introduction lor each chapter, the topic is divided into well-organized subtopics. For example, 
the chapter interactions among garden inhabitants include subtopics ol competition, herbivory, pre- 
dation, parasitism and mutualism. Another example is the garden environment chapter that is di- 
vided into sun, air, water, soil, energy, food webs, and nutrient cycles within the garden system The 
subtopics expand with plentiful details specific toeach subtopic itself . Representative ol this style is 
the chapter on applied ecology in gardening; included is a subtopic of energy management. Ii con- 
tains a discussion on mulching varieties, benefits and drawbacks for each mulch type. The chapter 
on applied ecology in the garden really helps the reader bring together all the previous information 
ol other chapters and may lead to many “Eureka!” moments. Clear color photographsexemplily many 
of the various plants, items, and occurrences referenced within each chapter. 

I he book Ecology for Gardeners is full of many thought provoking topics; especially for com- 
monly used gardening strategics and the ecological basis behind them. The authors have done a fan- 


tastic job of making the ecological part of gardening very accessible to gardeners. Readers will defi- 
nitely understand more ol the ecology that occurs in, around, and under the plants in their garden. 
More importantly, gardeners will be able to make more informed garden management decisions af- 
ter reading Carroll and Salt’s Ecology jor Gardeners— Lee Lucheydoo, Herbarium, Botanical Research 
Institute of Texas , 509 Pecan St reel. Fort Worth . TX 76102-9060. U.S. A. 
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